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Dear Sabbath School Leader,

This quarter we feature the Northern Asia-
Pacific Division, which oversees the Seventh-
day Adventist Church’s work in Bangladesh,
Japan, Mongolia, Nepal, Pakistan, South
Korea, Sri Lanka, and Taiwan. The region
is home to 690 million people, including
352,000 Adventists. That’s a ratio of one
Adventist for every 1,960 people.

Part of a special offering collected on the
last, 13th Sabbath of this quarter will go to
support five projects in Japan, Mongolia,
South Korea, and Taiwan. Those Thirteenth
Sabbath projects, listed in the sidebar, were
approved before Adventist world church
leaders voted at Annual Council in 2023 to
expand the Northern Asia-Pacific Division’s
territory to include four new countries:
Bangladesh, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

In this quarterly, you will find 13 stories
about God’s grace and power in mission in
South Korea and Mongolia. I spent about a
week in each country, collecting stories for
both the Children’s Mission quarterly and
the youth and adult Mission quarterly. Of

Opportunities

This quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath
Offering will support five projects in
the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:

After-School Centers at 14 Schools in Japan

Children’s Recreation Center,
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia

Shelter for Single Mothers, Ansan, South Korea

Gym and Missionary Training Center, Hankook
Sahmyook Academy, Seoul, South Korea

Adventist Elementary School System, Taiwan

Andrew McChesney
Editor

-
special note are three stories from Hankook
Sahmyook Academy in Seoul, South Korea,
which will receive part of this quarter’s
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering to open a gym
and missionary training center that will be
shared by its middle school and high school.
The academy has about 900 students, slightly
more than 90 percent of whom come from
Seventh-day Adventist homes. You will find
the stories from the academy on pages 24-30.
This quarterly begins with stories from a
previous Thirteenth Sabbath project, the only
Seventh-day Adventist school in Mongolia.
Tusgal School, located in Mongolia’s capital,
Ulaanbaatar, received part of a 2015 offering
to expand its classrooms and open a library.
You will find six stories about the school’s
students on pages 4-15.

Special Features

If you want to make your Sabbath School
class come alive this quarter, we offer
photos and other materials to accompany
each mission story. More information is
provided in the sidebar with each story.
You also can download a PDF of facts and
activities from the Northern Asia-Pacific
Division at bit.ly/nsd-2025. Follow us at
facebook.com/missionquarterlies. Download
the PDF version of Children’s Mission at bit.
ly/childrensmission and Mission at bit.ly/
adultmission. Mission Spotlight videos are
available at bit.ly/missionspotlight. A mission
bank image, which children can color, can be
downloaded at bit.ly/bank-coloring-page.

Please keep in mind that you do not need
to read the story exactly as it is published.
These children’s stories are meant for a wide
age range of 6 to 12, so feel free to adapt the
language and content to the level that suits
the age group in your Sabbath School class.

Thank you for encouraging children to be
mission-minded!

AdventistMission.org
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ive-year-old Tamir was bored. He was

waiting for Mom to finish her work at the
Seventh-day Adventist school in Mongolia.
Mom worked as an accountant, which meant
she counted money for the school. Tamir
went to the school’s preschool. Now his
classes were over, and he was sitting on a
chair, waiting to go home.

“Mommy, can [ have your phone?” he
asked.

Mom handed the phone to the boy. His
eyes stopped on an app with a picture of a
man with wavy white hair and a red jacket.

“Mommy,” he said, “who is that?”

“That’s Mozart,” Mom said.

“Wow,” Tamir said. “He’s so handsome.”

Mom smiled. She opened the app and
pressed “play” on a song written by the
famous Austrian composer Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart. Tamir’s eyes opened wide
with amazement as violin and piano music
filled the room. It was beautiful! Happy
butterflies filled his tummy:.

Tamir couldn’t stop thinking about the
music. Two days later, he told Mom and Dad
that he wanted to learn to play the violin and

MONGOLIA | January 4

Tamir
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the piano. Dad shook his head. “We don’t
have money for music lessons,” he said.

Tears came to Tamir’s eyes. He wanted
to play the violin and piano, and he didn’t
give up. He asked again the next year when
he was 6 years old. He asked when he was
7 and then 8. He asked when he was 9 and
then 10. He asked when he was 11 and then
12. Every time, Mom and Dad shook their
heads. But Tamir didn’t give up. He asked
again when he was 13.

This time, Mom and Dad didn’t shake
their heads. “T'll take you to violin lessons
tomorrow,” Mom said. She had a friend who
would teach the violin to Tamir.

Tamir was so happy! His smile stretched
from ear to ear. Happy butterflies filled his
tummy. He excitedly told his friends.

They were surprised. “Are you really going
to play the violin?” one boy asked.

“Yes!” he replied. “I'm going to learn the
violin tomorrow!”

“Wow!” said another boy. “You're going to
be famous one day!”

Learning the violin wasn’t easy. It was
difficult to learn the notes. Sometimes Tamir



wanted to play with friends, but he had to
practice. He didn’t mind. He wanted to fill
his tummy with happy butterflies.

A year passed, and Tamir kept practicing.
Then he was asked to play for special music
at church. Mom was so happy! On Sabbath
morning, she excitedly told everyone, “My
son is playing the violin up front today.”

But Tamir wasn’t so happy. His hands
began sweating. His neck began sweating.
His face began sweating. He was scared
about playing in front of a crowd. He
thought, “No, no, no! I don’t want to play the
violin anymore. I want to go home.”

Dad saw that the boy was nervous. “Don’t
worry,” he said. “Jesus will help you.”

Tamir knew that Dad was right. He
wondered why he hadn’t thought about that
first. He silently prayed, “God, please help
me not to be scared of the people when I
play the violin. Please bless me.”

Then he played in front of all those
people. He wasn’t scared. His face wasn’t
sweating. His neck wasn’t sweating. His
hands weren’t sweating. Happy butterflies
filled his tummy. He felt good! When he
finished, everyone was so happy. “Wow, you
are a good player,” someone said. “One day,
you’ll be famous,” someone else said.

Tamir knew that God had helped him.

To play well, Tamir needs to practice
every day, and he needs to pray every day.
Tamir wants to represent Mongolia and God
before the world. He wants happy butterflies
in fill his tummy all the time. %

Pray that Tamir will be a good
representative of God as he learns the violin

-V
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Story Tips
Show Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the map.
Pronounce Tamir as: ta-MIR.

Watch a YouTube video of Tamir playing
the violin in his classroom at Tusgal
School in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia:
bit.ly/Tamir-Mongolia.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org,.

and studies at Tusgal School in Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia. His school received part of a
previous Thirteenth Sabbath Offering to
grow with new classrooms and a library.
This quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering
will help open a children’s recreation center
in Ulaanbaatar, where children will be able
learn about the God who answers prayers.

By Andrew McChesney

The Mongolian Mission was founded in 1930 in Kalgan, China, near the

border with Mongolia.

In 1931, missionaries moved farther into Mongolia, where they traveled
by Bactrian camel to visit the Mongolians scattered across the plains.

MONGOLIA
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tgel is a 10-year-old boy in Mongolia. His
name, Itgel, means “faith” in the Mongolian
language. Itgel has a lot of faith.

When the school year began, Itgel
was excited to return to the Seventh-day
Adventist school where he studied in
Ulaanbaatar, the capital city of Mongolia. He
was ready to start fourth grade.

But his joy lasted only for a week.

At the end of the first week of school, all of
the boys and girls got together for a special
sports day. Itgel enjoyed being outdoors. It
was fun to be out in the open air. He ran and
ran and ran as fast as he could.

That night, however, Itgel didn’t feel well.
His legs hurt terribly. He could barely move.
Mom was worried, and she put a hand on
his forehead. He was burning up with fever.
Mom and Dad took the boy to the hospital.

When the doctor saw Itgel’s high fever and
heard about the pain in his legs, he also was
worried. He pulled out a syringe and gave
Itgel a shot. Itgel had to stay at the hospital.

That night, Itgel tried to fall asleep, but it
was hard to sleep when he felt so hot and his
legs hurt so much.

MONGOLIA | January 11

Prayer
of Faith

He prayed in his heart, “God, please heal
me quickly.”

In the morning, the doctor gave Itgel
another shot. At noon, he gave him a third shot.

Itgel began to feel a little bit better. But he
still couldn’t walk. His legs hurt and felt so
weak. The doctor told him not to try to stand
up. A nurse helped him sit in a wheelchair so
he could go around the hospital.

Itgel was happy for the wheelchair, but
he wanted to walk. He wanted to go back
to school. He already missed his friends. He
prayed in his heart, “God please heal me
quickly. I want to start walking on my own. I
want to go back to school to see my friends.”

He didn’t know when he would be able
to go home, but he believed that God would
heal him. He decided to keep praying. When
he woke up the next day, he immediately
prayed, “God please heal me quickly. I want
to start walking on my own. I want to go
back to school to see my friends.”

When the doctor came to help him, he
prayed, “God please heal me quickly. I want
to start walking on my own. [ want to go
back to school to see my friends.”



When he went to bed at night, he prayed,
“God please heal me quickly. I want to start
walking on my own. I want to go back to
school to see my friends.”

For two weeks, Itgel prayed.

One day, the doctor said, “Let’s see how
you'’re doing.”

He looked at the boy, gave him a shot, and
said, “You’re well! You can go home.”

Itgel was so happy! A big smile filled his
face. God had answered his prayers.

When Itgel returned to school, his friends
had many questions. They had missed him.

“What happened?” one boy asked.

“I was really sick,” Itgel said.

“How did you get well?” asked another boy.

“God healed me,” Itgel said. “I was really
sick, but now I'm well because I prayed.”

Some of Itgel’s friends didn’t come from
Christian homes and didn’t believe in God.

“What?” said one boy. “It’s just pure luck
that you got well.”

“No way,” said another. “You aren’t telling
the truth.”

Itgel wasn’t surprised. He wasn’t upset.
He knew that his friends didn’t understand
because they didn’t know God. But he knew
God, and he knew that God had healed him.

“You can say whatever you like, but it’s
true,” he said. “God healed me.”

Itgel wants his friends to know God. Ever
since his sickness, he hasn’t stopped telling
them about Him.

Itgel’s name means “faith,” and he intends
to always have faith in God. “Even though
some of my friends don’t believe in God, I
still believe in Him,” he said. “I saw that He
healed me.” %

@j

AMAZING COUNTRY

Genghis Khan, born Temuijin in 1162,
created the Mongol Empire in 1206. It
became the largest empire in history,
occupying about 22% of all land on Earth.

AMsdo.org/CZM@

Story Tips
Show Mongolia on the map.

Pronounce lItgel as: IT-gil.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-ma.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific
Division: bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story
illustrates the following objectives of
the Seventh-day Adventist Church's

“l Will Go” strategic plan: Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 5, “To disciple
individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives’; Spiritual Growth Objective
No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of
children, youth, and young adults”;

and Spiritual Growth Objective No.

7, “To help youth and young adults
place Cod first and exemplify a biblical
worldview.” For more information, go to
the website: IWillGo.org.

Pray for Itgel and his friends at Tusgal
School in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. A previous
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering went to help
his school grow with new classrooms
and a library. This quarter’s Thirteenth
Sabbath Offering will help open a children’s
recreation center in Ulaanbaatar, where
children will be able learn about the God
who answers prayers.

By Andrew McChesney

MONGOLIA
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hirteen-year-old Michelle was talking with

her best friend, Enkhjin, at a Pathfinder
club meeting, and Enkhjin told her that she
planned to get baptized on Sabbath.

“Don’t you want to get baptized together?”
she asked.

Michelle thought to herself, “Should I get
baptized, or should I wait? Maybe I'll ask
Mom when I get home.”

Out loud, she said, “I don’t know.”

Enkhjin looked disappointed. The two
girls had learned about Jesus in Pathfinders
together. They had studied the Bible together.
Now Enkhjin wanted to give her heart to
Jesus in baptism, and she wanted Michelle
to join her. She looked sad, but out loud she
said only, “OK, OK.”

Michelle decided to talk with Mom.

When she returned home, she first went to
her bedroom to change out of her Pathfinder
uniform. In her bedroom was her older
cousin, whose name was also Enkhjin.

“I'm going to get baptized on Sabbath,”
Enkhjin said. “Why don’t we get
baptized together?”

MONGOLIA | January 18

Michelle

Michelle was so surprised! In one day, two
girls named Enkhjin had told her that they
planned to be baptized. In one day, two girls
named Enkhjin had asked her to be baptized.

Now she really wanted to talk to Mom.

“I need to talk with Mom,” she said.

Enkhjin looked disappointed. They had
studied the Bible together. That summer,
they had gone to evangelistic meetings every
night at their church together. Now she
wanted to give her heart to Jesus in baptism,
and she wanted Michelle to join her.

Michelle found Mom. She didn’t tell
her about the conversations with Enkhjin
or Enkhjin. She just asked, “Should I get
baptized next Sabbath?”

Mom looked thoughtful. Dad was away
from home for work, and she knew that
he wouldn’t want to miss his daughter’s
baptism. “Dad is away, so he wouldn’t be
able to see it,” she said. “Why don’t you get
baptized at the big Pathfinder camporee in
South Korea instead?”

In a few weeks, Michelle planned to go to
South Korea for a camporee of Pathfinders



from all over Mongolia and other countries.

But Mom’s idea didn’t make sense to
Michelle. Neither Dad nor Mom planned to
go to the camporee. If she waited, neither
of them would see her baptism. At that
moment, she knew what decision she had
to make. If she didn’t give her heart to Jesus
next Sabbath, there would always be an
excuse for waiting until later. She loved
Jesus with all her heart, and she wanted to
give it to Him. She told Mom, “I'd better get
baptized here and now.”

Mom smiled. “Well, go ahead and get
baptized then,” she said.

Michelle’s cousin Enkhjin was so happy
when she heard that they would be baptized
together. Michelle’s best friend, Enkhjin, was
so happy when she heard that they would be
baptized together.

On Sabbath, the girls got on a bus and
rode to a river with other people who were
going to be baptized.

Right before Michelle entered the river, a
question popped into her head.

“Am I really ready?” she thought. “Is this
really my decision?”

She remembered how her best friend had
asked her to get baptized. She wondered,
“Am I getting baptized because Enkhjin asked
me?” She remembered how her cousin had
asked her to get baptized. She wondered,
“Am I getting baptized because the other
Enkhjin asked me?” She remembered how
Mom had suggested that she wait. Then she
remembered how much she loved Jesus and
how she wanted to live for Him today and
forever. She got baptized with a happy smile.

Afterward, many people congratulated
Michelle on her decision.

“You have made the most important
decision of your life,” someone said.

Today, Michelle is so happy that she got
baptized. She could have waited and kept
saying, “Tomorrow, tomorrow, tomorrow.”
But instead, she decided to make the biggest
decision of her life on that summer day.

“I always knew that I wanted to give my
heart to Jesus, but I didn’t know when the

AMsdo.org/CZ@ @

Show Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the map.
Pronounce Enkhjin as: INKH-zhin.

Challenge the children to consider giving
their hearts to Jesus in baptism. Tell them
that, like Michelle, they can always find an
excuse to delay their decision to give their
hearts to Jesus. If any children express an
interest in baptism, tell their parents about it.
Pray with the children and their parents and
consider enrolling the children in a baptismal
class or pre-baptismal class as appropriate.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mg.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates the
following objectives of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

right time was,” she said. “Now I know that
the right time was not tomorrow
but today.” %

Michelle is a student at Tusgal School
in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. A previous
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering went to help
her school grow with new classrooms
and a library. This quarter’s Thirteenth
Sabbath Offering will help open a children’s
recreation center in Ulaanbaatar, where
more children will be able learn about God.

By Andrew McChesney

MONGOLIA
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hen Ninjin was 8, she and her

parents moved far away from their
home in Mongolia to live as missionaries
in a foreign land.

Ninjin was excited to move. She couldn’t
wait to make new friends. But the first day
at her new school was hard. She didn’t
understand a word that anyone said. She
just sat at her desk and was quiet. The next
day, Ninjin decided to make new friends.
She introduced herself to the other children
by pointing to herself and saying her name,
“Ninjin, Ninjin.” A month passed, and
Ninjin was able to talk a little bit with the
other children. But it seemed like the other
children didn’t really want to talk with her.

One day, the teacher told all the children to
take turns reading out loud from a textbook.
When Ninjin began to read, the girl in front
of her turned around with an angry face.

“You’re talking too loud,” she said. “Shh!”

The other children tittered.

Ninjin didn’t understand what the girl
said. When it was her turn to read again, she
read just as loudly as the first time.

The girl again scowled and hissed, “Shh!”

MONGOLIA | January 25

Ninjin

‘Bullied Missionary Kid

The other children giggled. Ninjin didn’t
understand and kept on reading.

Then the girl picked up a stick of glue and
threw it at Ninjin. The glue hit her on the
head, and the children laughed. The angry
girl stood up and hit Ninjin.

Ninjin was shocked. She looked over at
the teacher, who was sitting at her desk.
The teacher was looking at the textbook and
didn’t seem to notice anything.

When Ninjin went home, she told Mom
what had happened. Mom went to school
and spoke with the teacher.

The teacher didn’t believe Ninjin’s story.
She said that the girl sitting in front of Ninjin
would never act unkindly to anyone.

“She’s a very sweet girl,” she said.

Ninjin realized that the teacher wouldn’t
help her, but she was sure God would help
her. She decided to pray.

A few days later, Ninjin was changing out
of her school clothes after school and found
glue all over the back of her skirt. The skirt
was ruined. She wondered how the glue had
gotten there. When she went to school the
next day, she found dried glue smeared on



her chair. She realized that someone must
have poured glue on her chair and that was
how it got onto her skirt.

She told Mom, and Mom spoke with
the school principal. A security camera in
Ninjin’s classroom had recorded the whole
thing. Ninjin watched the video recording.
It showed Ninjin leaving the classroom to
go to the restroom. It showed several girls
rubbing glue all over her chair. Ninjin could
see their faces.

At that moment, Ninjin felt very lonely.

It was hard being a missionary kid in a
country where she didn’t know the language
and no one seemed to want to be her friend.
She missed Mongolia.

After that, Ninjin didn’t want to go to
school anymore. But she had to go. There
was no other school. Ninjin prayed.,

Two months later, Mom said they were
moving back to Mongolia. The family
couldn’t get new visas, allowing them to stay.
The missionaries had no choice but to leave.

“This must be God’s will,” Dad said.

Today, Ninjin is 12 years old, and she has
forgiven the kids who bullied her.

“At first, I couldn’t forgive them,” she said.

But then she remembered what Jesus
teaches about forgiveness. He said, “For
if you forgive men their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will also forgive you. But
if you do not forgive men their trespasses,
neither will your Father forgive your
trespasses” (Matthew 6:14, 15; NKJV). That
means Jesus cannot forgive the sins of
anyone who refuses to forgive others.

“After talking to God several times, I
remembered that He has forgiven me for all
my sins,” Ninjin said. “So, I realized that I
have to forgive those bullies, too.”

She is glad that she had the bad
experience. She is more sensitive to kids
who are picked on for being weaker or not
knowing the language. She gently confronts
unkind children, saying, “That kid you're
picking on has feelings, too. Please be kind.”

“I'm really thankful that God blessed me
with this school and this country and the

Show Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the map.
Pronounce Ninjin as: nin-GIN.

Challenge the children to forgive others just
as Ninjin forgave the bullies at her school
and as Jesus forgives us when we ask Him.

Ask the children how Ninjin helps kids who
are picked on. Possible answer: She asks
unkind children to remember the feelings of
others and to be kind. Challenge the children
to be like Ninjin and stick up for kids who are
weak or may not know their language.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church's “I Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org,

experience that He gave me as a missionary
kid,” she said. “I just thank Him that I have
Him beside me.” %

Ninjin studies at Tusgal School in Ulaan-
baatar, Mongolia. A previous Thirteenth
Sabbath Offering helped her school grow
with new classrooms and a library. Thank
you for your Thirteenth Sabbath Offering
this quarter that will help open a children’s
recreation center in Ulaanbaatar.

By Andrew McChesney
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Javkhaa’s ears stuck out. His ears stuck out
really far. He didn’t think anything about
his ears until other boys began to tease him
— and he didn’t like it.

Now there was nothing wrong with
Javkhaa’s ears. Many boys have ears that
stick out, but not at Javkhaa’s school in
Mongolia. The other boys began teasing the
8-year-old boy.

When school finished every day, he
knew that he had to go straight home. Mom
didn’t want him hanging out with the other
boys because they used bad words and did
naughty things.

Javkhaa didn’t have many friends, and
he wanted the other boys to like him. He
wanted them to be his friends. So, one day he
ignored Mom’s instructions and followed five
big boys instead of going home.

The boys didn’t want to be Javkhaa’s friends.
Instead of being happy that he was with them,
they began to tease him about his ears.

Javkhaa was sad. He wondered if he was
ugly. Then one of the boys called him a bad
name. He didn’t like that at all. He raised his
fist and hit the boy.

—
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Sticking
Ovut Ears

Javkhaa

The five boys jumped on him, like five
angry bears pouncing on a small lamb. They
hit him and kicked him and ran away.

Javkhaa lay on the ground and cried. He
wished that he had obeyed Mom and gone
home straight from school. Standing up, he
walked over to a nearby bench and sat down.
Then he remembered God. He bent over on
the bench, one hand clutching his stomach,
which hurt. He closed his eyes and prayed,
“Our dear Lord, thank You for always being
with me. Thank You for always hearing me.
Please hear me now. Help me to have friends
who don’t tease me. Help me to have friends
who are a good influence. Amen.”

Getting up, he ran home as fast as he could.
When he got near the house, he dusted off his
clothes so Mom wouldn’t see that he had been
in a fight. He tried to look happy as he walked
into the house.

Mom didn’t notice anything wrong. “Wash
your hands, and eat your supper,” she said.

After eating, Javkhaa went to his
bedroom and changed his clothes. He
thought about the day. “Why did they beat
me up?” he wondered.

Javkhaa didn’t talk to those boys for the
next week, and they didn’t talk to him. Then,



one by one, the boys came to him to say that
they were sorry.

Javkhaa forgave them, but he didn’t hang
out with them after school anymore. He
realized that Mom was right. The boys used
bad words and did naughty things. When he
was with them, he also wanted to use bad
words and do naughty things. They were a
bad influence. He wanted friends who were
a good influence. He prayed for friends.

Two years later, Javkhaa’s family moved
from their small town in the Gobi Desert
to Mongolia’s capital, Ulaanbaatar. Javkhaa
started studying at the Seventh-day Adventist
school in the city. He was so happy! No
one made fun of his ears. Instead, his new
classmates spoke kind words and did good
things. They were a good influence on him,
and he could be a good influence on them. He
made many good friends.

“God gave me friends just as I prayed,”
Javkhaa said. “I think one of the biggest
blessings in my life is to go to this school.” %

Today, Javkhaa is 14 and studies at
Tusgal School in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.
A previous Thirteenth Sabbath Offering
helped his school grow with new classrooms
and a library. This quarter’s Thirteenth
Sabbath Offering will help open a children’s
recreation center where children will learn
to speak kind words and do good things in
Ulaanbaatar. Thank you for your support.

By Andrew McChesney

&
AMAZING COUNTRY

The ger (yurt) is the traditional Mongolian
dwelling. It is a circular structure with a
conical roof and is covered with white
canvas. It is warm in winter, cool in summer,
and easy to take down, transport, and
put up again as herders move across the

grasslands with their herds.

Story Tips
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Show the Gobi Desert in southern Mongolia
on the map. Then show Ulaanbaatar, the
capital, where Javkhaa now lives and goes
to school.

MONGOLIA

Pronounce Javkhaa as: JAV-khaa.

Know that Javkhaa is a nickname. His full
name is Bayarjavkhlan.

Ask the children how they can be a good
influence on others. Possible answers: saying
kind words, doing good deeds. Challenge
the children to be a good influence on other
children and adults.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-ma.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts from
the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-

day Adventist Church's “l Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place Cod first and exemplify a
biblical worldview.” For more information, go
to the website: IWillGo.org.
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hen Anar was old enough for first

grade, he started going to the Seventh-
day Adventist school in Mongolia’s capital,
Ulaanbaatar. His family wasn’t Adventist,
but his mom decided that Tusgal School was
the best place for him. Then Mom and Dad
moved to the United States to work and left
Anar with an aunt.

Anar liked the Adventist school and his
classmates. The teachers enjoyed teaching,
and the children enjoyed learning and
playing. He finished first grade. Then
he finished second grade, third grade,
fourth grade, fifth grade, and sixth grade.

He enjoyed everything about the school.
Everyone treated him kindly.

Then a new boy showed up in the seventh
grade. The new boy was named Batu, and
he didn’t treat Anar kindly. Batu made fun of
the way that Anar walked. He made fun of
the way that Anar talked.

Now Anar didn’t walk and talk like the
other boys and girls at the school. For him,
it was difficult to put one foot in front of the
other. He has cerebral palsy. Part of his brain
didn’t grow normally while he was still a

MONGOLIA | February 8

Anar

‘Tale of Two Schools

baby inside his mother. As a result, when

he walked, he sometimes stumbled. He also
didn’t talk as quickly as his classmates. When
he spoke, the words came out very slowly.

Batu liked to tease Anar. Even though Anar
asked him to stop, he didn’t.

Anar spoke with his teacher, and
the teacher spoke with Batu. After that,
everything was fine for a while, but then
Batu started to tease again.

After a while, the school social worker got
involved, and Batu stopped his teasing, but
only for a while.

One day, Batu called Anar a bad name,
Anar tried to hit him. But Batu was bigger,
faster, and stronger, and he won the fight.

Afterward, the school organized a meeting
between Batu’s parents and Anar’s aunt.

But Anar had had enough. He told his aunt
that he wanted to transfer to another school.

Anar liked his first day in public school. No
one spoke unkindly to him.

But on the second day, the other boys
began to notice that he didn’t walk and talk
like them. They began to tease him, and some
of them even hit him.



Anar talked to a teacher, but she didn’t do
anything. He talked to another teacher, and
she also didn’t do anything. The teachers
didn’t seem to care.

The other children also didn’t seem to
care about anything. They didn’t care about
their teachers, they didn’t care about their
studies, and they didn’t care about each
other or Anar. During class time, they stood
up and walked around the room, and Anar
couldn’t do his lessons.

A week passed. Anar realized that moving
to a new school hadn’t solved anything. Batu
had teased him at his old school, but he had
been only one boy. Now the whole class was
teasing him. Anar remembered the teachers
at his old school. They had cared about him
and his studies. He missed his old school.

After two weeks, Anar had had enough.
He asked his aunt to send him back to the
Adventist school. But before he returned,
he prayed. He prayed for Batu to stop
teasing him.

On his first day back at the Adventist
school, Anar was surprised to find that Batu
wasn’t the same boy. It was like Batu knew
that Anar had left because of his teasing.

He didn’t tease Anar that day, or the next.
He treated Anar with kindness and respect.
Anar began to like him. Today, the two boys
are good friends.

Anar said that God answered his prayer for
the teasing to stop.

“I didn’t realize that I was going to a good
school until I spent two weeks in public
school,” he said. “I prayed to God about the
situation, and I think God helped me.” %

&
AMAZING COUNTRY

Bactrian camels are native
to Mongolia. They have two
humps and are smaller than
the Arabian camel.

AMsdq.org/CZ_ ‘
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Story Tips POyt
Show Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia, on the map.

Know Batu is a pseudonym. His name has
been changed for privacy reasons.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mg.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place Cod first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Today, Anar is 14 and is happy to
study in the ninth grade at Tusgal School
in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. A previous
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering helped his
school grow with new classrooms and a
library. This quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath
Offering will help open a children’s
recreation center where more children in
Ulaanbaatar will learn to pray to the God of
heaven. Thank you for your support.

By Andrew McChesney
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leven-year-old Tae-Hyung likes school, and

he likes to get good grades in South Korea.
But to get good grades, he has to know the
correct answers. To know the correct answers,
he carefully does all of his schoolwork.

One day, the teacher asked the children
a hard question. “When did human beings
start to wear clothes?” she asked.

Tae-Hyung’s hand shot up.

“I know!” he said.

“What is the right answer?” the teacher
said. “When did human beings start to
wear clothes?”

“When Adam and Eve sinned,” the boy
said, confidently. “God gave them clothes
made from animal skin.”

The teacher looked surprised. That was
not the answer that she was expecting. The

school texthook didn’t mention Adam or Eve.

It also said didn’t mention sin or God.

The boy saw the startled expression on his
teacher’s face. He knew that his answer did
not come from the textbook. He had read the
textbook. But he also had read the Bible at
an afterschool program at the Seventh-day
Adventist church. He believed that the Bible

4
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Tae-Hyung

“Who Dressed Eirst?

was more correct than his textbook. He spoke
up again. “The Bible says God gave clothes to
Adam and Eve when they sinned,” he said.

The teacher wasn’t sure what to say.

For a long moment she looked at the other
children. Then she looked at Tae-Hyung. She
refused to accept his answer as correct.

“There are many odd stories in the Bible,”
she said. “Could someone else answer the
question? When did human beings start to
wear clothes?”

Another child raised his hand and
provided the answer from the textbook. He
said human beings began to wear clothes
170,000 years ago.

After school, Tae-Hyung went as usual to
the Adventist church to participate in the
afterschool program. He and many of the 45
children in the program did not come from
Christian homes, but their parents were
happy that they could learn about the Bible.

Tae-Hyung’s favorite part of the program
was a Bible club with a teacher named Mr.
Cho. In the club, Tae-Hyung had read in the
Bible that God created a perfect world and
everything in it, including Adam and Eve.



He had read that sin entered the perfect
world when Adam and Eve disobeyed God
by eating forbidden fruit. He had read that
Adam and Eve tried to cover themselves
with fig leaves and then God gave them the
first clothing. Genesis 3:21 says, “The Lord
God made garments of skin for Adam and
his wife and clothed them” (NIV).

That day, Tae-Hyung told the Bible club
about what had happened at school. All of
the other children agreed that he had given
the correct answer. They expressed sadness
that the schoolteacher had refused to accept
his answer, and they said that she should
have agreed with him.

The Bible club teacher was very proud of
Tae-Hyung. By sharing the Bible in class, the
boy had shown his faith that the Bible is the
Word of God and that its stories are true. He
had given the correct answer in front of his
classmates and schoolteacher — and maybe
one day they also would believe that the
Bible has all the correct answers. %

Pray for Tae-Hyung, his classmates, and
schoolteacher to know God better. Pray for
millions of people in South Korea and the
rest of the Northern Asia-Pacific Division to
know the correct answer about when human
beings started to wear clothes. Part of your
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering this quarter will
g0 to 14 after-school programs similar to Tae-
Hyung’s in Japan. Thank you for planning a
generous offering on March 29.

By Andrew McChesney

-\
Q MISSION RECORD

Story Tips

Show South Korea, where this story took
place, on the map. Also show Japan, where
14 afterschool centers similar to Tae-
Hyung's will receive part of this quarter’s
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering.

Know that the Bible teacher in this story,
Cho Youngman, is a 61-year-old social
worker who helped open the afterschool
program in his church. Few children attended
Sabbath worship services before the start

of the program, but now the church has
many children in attendance and thriving
Pathfinder and Adventurer clubs. As a result
of the program, several parents have given
their hearts to Jesus in baptism.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mg.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates

the following objectives of the Seventh-
day Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org,

In May 1904, a Korean named Eung Hyun Lee, waiting for his ship to

Hawaii, was walking along a street in Kobe, Japan, and saw a signboard that
read, “The Seventh-day Sabbath Jesus Second Coming Church.”

After speaking at the church with an evangelist named Kuniya Hide, Eung
Hyun Lee and a Korean friend studied the Scriptures and became the first
baptized Seventh-day Adventists among the Korean people.
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A‘iseni' Girl

e-un was happy when she learned that a

fun Bible club would open at her church
every day after school in South Korea. She
loved Jesus, and she wanted her friends to
love Jesus, too. But she felt kind of shy. What
if she invited them to the Bible club and they
said no? What if they refused to come?

Ee-un prayed for courage and then
thought about who she would invite to the
Bible club. It was hard to choose one or two
children. She wanted everyone in her class to
love Jesus. So, she asked all of her classmates.

“Can you join us?” she said. “Can you come
at least one time? You can come at least one
time, can’t you?”

But Korean schoolchildren are very
busy. One girl said she had to help her
mother after school. Another said she had
too much homework. A third said she had
music lessons.

Ee-un prayed, “Please, Lord, bring one of
my classmates to the Bible club.” Then she
kept inviting her classmates, even those who
said they were too busy to come.

“Can you join us?” she said. “Can you come
at least one time? You can come at least one
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time, can’t you?”

Then a girl accepted her invitation! Saleng
said she would go with Ee-un to the Bible club.
Ee-un was so happy! God had answered
her prayer! When she came home, she

excitedly told Mom.

But the next day at school, Saleng had bad
news. She couldn’t go after all.

Ee-un felt sad. She had looked forward to
going with Saleng. She had thought that God
had answered her prayer. But she was not
discouraged. She decided to keep on praying
and to keep on inviting her classmates.

“Can you join us?” she said. “Can you come
at least one time? You can come at least one
time, can’t you?”

Then another girl accepted her invitation!
Jeong-yeon said she would go with Ee-un to
the Bible club. But she said that she could not
go every day.

“I can go with you on Fridays and
Sundays,” she said.

Ee-un was so happy! But she wondered
if Jeong-yeon would change her mind. She
prayed for her to come.

On Friday afternoon, Ee-un saw Jeong-yeon



walk into the Seventh-day Adventist church'to
attend the Bible club. She was overjoyed!

Jeong-yeon said her mom had given her a
ride to church.

“I really wanted to come,” she said. “I
begged my mom, T want to go. Please, let
me go.”

That day, Ee-un and Jeong-yeon enjoyed
learning about Jesus from the Bible.

On Sunday afternoon, Jeong-yeon came
to the Bible club again. Ee-un was so happy
to see her. Again, the two girls enjoyed
learning about Jesus from the Bible.

Ee-un saw that it was important to keep
inviting her classmates to the Bible club.
The Bible says, “Let us not become weary
in doing good, for at the proper time we
will reap a harvest if we do not give up”
(Galatians 6:9, NIV). Ee-un didn’t give up,
and finally a girl accepted her invitation and
came to the Bible club.

However, Jeong-yeon didn’t come the next
Friday. Ee-un wondered what had happened.

Jeong-yeon also didn’t come on
Sunday afternoon.

At school on Monday, Ee-un found out
that Jeong-yeon had moved to another part
of South Korea. She lived so far away that
she could no longer come to the Bible club.

Ee-un hopes that Jeong-yeon will learn to
love Jesus even though she only came to the
Bible club two times.

“I hope that she will believe in Jesus,” she
said. “I hope to meet her in heaven.”

In the meantime, Ee-un will keep inviting
her classmates to come to the Bible club. %

Pray for Jeong-yeon and all of Ee-un’s
classmates to love Jesus. Part of your
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering this quarter will
go to two projects in South Korea that will
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Freedom of religion is constitutionally guaranteed in South Korea, and

there is no national religion.

Story Tips

»  Show South Korea on the map.

» Pronounce Ee-un as: EE-o0-yen.
~ Pronounce Jeong-yeon as: zyong-yan.

Ask the children if they like rejection.

Ask if they think Ee-on liked rejection. Of
course, she didn't! But she kept inviting her
classmates anyway. Explain that rejection
may not feel good, but it is important

to pray for courage and to keep doing

good things just like Ee-on in inviting her
classmates to the Bible club.

Challenge the children to invite their
classmates to Sabbath School.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mgq.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates the
following objectives of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

help many people to know and love Jesus.
Thank you for planning a generous offering
on March 29.

By Andrew McChesney
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Two little girls and their brother had never
gone to church in South Korea. Their dad
didn’t know God. Their mom didn’t know
God. So, the children didn’t know God. But
their auntie knew God, and she wanted the
whole family to go to church.

The children heard Auntie call Dad on the
phone. “Come to church with me on Sabbath,
and bring Mom and the kids,” Auntie said.

“I don’t believe in God anymore,” Dad
replied. “Some Christian kids were mean to
me in school.”

The children weren’t sure about what had
happened to Dad when he was a boy. But
they knew that he had gone to a Seventh-day
Adventist school and that something bad had
happened to him.

Auntie didn’t give up. She really wanted Dad,
Mom, and their three children to go to church.

“I think that the kids who were mean to
you didn’t know God,” she said. “That is why
they were mean. But if they had known God,
they would have been different.

“You also would be different today if you
knew God,” Auntie said. “If you had faith
and went to church, you could teach your

4
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Sion, Chea-Hwan, and Ye-rim

G'n to Know God

children to be kind to other kids and not be
mean like those kids at your school. I want
you to come to church with me.”

Dad, however, stood firm. “I don’t want
to go to church anymore,” he said. “But if
you insist on asking me, you can take my
kids to church.”

The three children looked at each other
with excitement. They loved Auntie, and they
were eager to go to church with her.

Auntie picked up the children on Sabbath
morning. The two girls, 10-year-old Ye-rim
and 7-year-old Sion, and their 6-year-old
brother, Chea-Hwan, had never been to
church before, and they loved it! They
learned happy songs, they listened to
interesting stories, and they learned to pray
to God.

The three children loved church so much
that they told their friends about it. Then
their friends also wanted to go to church on
Sabbath. Before long, the three children were
bringing eight friends to church every Sabbath.
Auntie didn’t have enough room in her car for
all of them, so she asked Mom if she could help
drive children in her car. Mom agreed, and so



it was that Mom also started to go to church’
every Sabbath.

One Sabbath, Auntie learned that the
children were praying to God on their own
at home. They prayed when they woke up
in the morning, saying, “We thank You, God,
for giving us this day and for giving us good
health.” At night, when they went to bed,
they prayed, “Thank You, God, for giving
us a great day.” Auntie was so happy! The
children who had not known God were now
praying to Him every day.

When Mom saw the children praying, she
began to think more about God.

Auntie asked her, “Can we study the
Bible together?”

“Yes,” Mom said.

So, Mom and Auntie started studying the
Bible together. Then Mom began opening
the Bible at home and teaching her children
about God. She even helped lead out in the
children’s activities at church.

Before long, Dad changed his mind about
God. While he still didn’t want to go to
church on Sabbath, he was happy that Mom
and the children were going. Their life had
become a lot happier ever since the children
and Mom had started to get to know God. %

Pray for Dad and the rest of the family
as they get to know God better. Part of your
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering this quarter will
g0 to two projects in South Korea that will
help many people get to know God better.
Thank you for planning a generous offering
on March 29.

By Andrew McChesney

¢
AMAZING COUNTRY

The presidential mansion in Seoul is
called Cheong Wa Dae, or the Blue House,
(literally “Cyan-tile Pavilion”) after the
150,000 blue tiles used for its roof.

Story Tips
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Show South Korea on the map.

Know that Auntie Misun is a deaconess
at the Seventh-day Adventist church in
Jeongeup, South Korea, where this story
took place.

Pronounce Chea-Hwan as: CHEE-ah
HWAHN; Ye-rim as YEH heh-REEM; and
Sion as see-ON.

Know that a simple invitation to church
can have a far-reaching impact. The
grandparents of the children in the

story also are happy that Mom and the
children love God. They sent Dad to the
Adventist school when he was a boy
but are not Christian. They have given
donations to the church for its work and
have promised Auntie to attend one day.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-ma.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates the
following objectives of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify

a biblical worldview.” For more information,

go to the website: IWillGo.org.
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ive-year-old Haon and 4-year-old Sion

were two sisters living in South Korea.
They loved playing with their 5-year-old
neighbor friend, a girl named Jooyoung.
When the three little girls got together, they
had big adventures.

Now some girls might be scared of insects
and lizards. But not these girls. They had no
fear of any creature, big or small.

One of the girls’ favorite activities was
catching flies and bugs and putting them into
a jar. All around their apartment building
they went, hunting high and low for flies
and bugs.

When Haon, Sion, and Jooyoung had
caught enough flies and bugs, they looked for
a lizard. All around their apartment building
they went, hunting high and low for a lizard.

What do you think that the girls did when
they captured a lizard? They fed it a delicious
meal of flies and bugs, of course! Then they
released the lizard to resume its interrupted
journey across an apartment building wall.

Haon and Sion would have liked to bring
the lizard and the flies and bugs into their
apartment. But Mom wouldn’t let them. She
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Haon and Sion

“Bugs, Lizards, and Cats

said lizards, flies, and bugs belonged outdoors.

Mom also said cats belonged outdoors.
Several stray cats with no home lived in the
garden outside the apartment building. Haon,
Sion, and Jooyoung enjoyed petting them,
talking to them, and feeding them.

What do you think that the girls fed the
stray cats? No, not lizards or flies or bugs!
They fed the cats tuna that Mom gave them
from a can, of course.

Mom didn’t allow flies, bugs, lizards, and
stray cats in the apartment. But she did make
an exception for a baby bird. Once, the girls
found a baby sparrow that was shivering
with cold after falling out of its mother’s nest.
Mom allowed the girls to bring it into the
apartment to warm up in a box. Then they
returned the baby sparrow to its mother.

Haon, Sion, and Jooyoung were the best
of friends. They loved to play, and they loved
animals. But they had one big difference.
Haon and Sion also loved Jesus, but Jooyoung
had never heard of Jesus. Haon and Sion
were waiting for Jesus to come and take His
children to heaven. Jooyoung had never
heard that Jesus would come and take people
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to heaven. Haon and Sion wanted their

friend to know and love Jesus. They began Stor yT i PS o
praying every night for her and her family S
to know Him. The girls couldn’t bear the -~ Show South Korea on the map.
thought of not playing with their dear friend >  Pronounce Haon as: HA-on.
in heaven. :

Then the girls grew older and started to R o
g0 to school. They didn’t have as much time »  Pronounce Jooyoung as: ZOO-young.

to play. One Sabbath morning, Jooyoung

o ed o R Wb it Challenge the children to be like Haon

(right in photo) and Sion (left) and pray for

“Can we play at your place today”?” she asked. an unbelieving friend every day. Encourage
“We can’t play here today because we are them not to give up, reminding them that

going to church,” Haon said. Haon and Sion prayed for two years before
“It would be great if we could go together Jooyoung first came to church.

to church,” Sion said. ~ Download photos for this story from
Jooyoung couldn’t go that day. But she Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mag.

kept coming over on Sabbath mornings,
and her friends kept inviting her to church.
One Sabbath morning, she agreed to go to
church. Haon and Sion were overjoyed!

It was an answer to their prayers. They = Know that this mission story illustrates the

had praved everv night for two vears for following objectives of the Seventh-day
pray ok Iy g y Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
Jooyoung to know Jesus. plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To

~ Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Today, Haon is 13, and Sion is 12. disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
Jooyoung is 13, and she has been going to filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective
church with them every Sabbath for six No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
years. The girls are also Pathfinders, and reclamation, and participation of children,
they look forward to playing with insects, youth, and young adults’; and Spiritual

Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify

, ) a biblical worldview.” For more information,
Pray for Jooyoung’s family to also know go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Jesus. Part of your Thirteenth Sabbath
Offering this quarter will go to two projects
in South Korea that will help people to know
Jesus. Thank you for planning a generous By Andrew McChesney

lizards, and cats in heaven one day. %

offering on March 29.

&
AMAZING COUNTRY

The Korean national animal is the
Siberian tiger (panthera tigris tigris), which
once roamed the Korean Peninsula.
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en-year-old Onyu is outgoing, and she

likes to talk with friends at school. When
she learned that her church was planning a
Vacation Bible School, she was excited that
she would have something new to talk about
with her friends. She could invite them to the
Vacation Bible School.

Onyu goes to a Seventh-day Adventist
school in South Korea. But many of her
classmates come from families who do not
believe in God.

So, at school lunchtime, Onyu stood up
in front of all her classmates. She spoke up
loudly so everyone could hear her.

“Is anyone interested in coming to my
church?” she said. “We will have a good
Vacation Bible School on Friday, Saturday;,
and Sunday. Do you have time?”

In her hand, she held four colorful fans
that she had made. On each fan, she had
written a personal invitation to the Vacation
Bible School. She wanted to give the fans to
anyone who wanted to go.

Many children said that they couldn’t go.
They had to do homework, help with chores,
or do other things.

4

N

SOUTH KOREA | March 15

Onyu

But Onyu didn’t give up.

“Please come,” she said. “We are going to
the swimming pool on Sunday. I would like
you to go with me.”

Then two girls and a boy said that they
would like to go. Onyu gave fans to each
of them.

The next day, one of the girls said that she
couldn’t go. Her parents had told her that
she was too busy. But the other girl and the
boy said that their parents had given them
permission to go.

Onyu was so excited! She smiled as bright
at the sun.

But a few days later, the girl said that her
mom had changed her mind. She couldn’t go
after all.

Onyu was sad, but she was happy that at
least one classmate, the boy, would be able to
attend. His name was Jisung.

On the first day of the Vacation Bible School,
Onyu eagerly looked around for Jisung.

“Where is here?” she thought.

She waited and waited and began to
grow worried.

“Why isn’t he coming?” she wondered.



Jisung didn’t come on Friday.

The next day, on Saturday, Onyu couldn’t
check to see if he was there because she was
sick at home.

But Jisung showed up at the swimming
pool on Sunday.

Onyu was overjoyed when she saw him!

Jisung was also thrilled to be there, and he
enjoyed every moment of the day.

Like Onyu, Jisung was also outgoing, and
he liked to talk with friends at school.

At school on Monday, he excitedly told
everyone about the Vacation Bible School
and about all of the fun that he had had. He
was so excited! He wanted to go back again.

“When is the next Vacation Bible School?”
he asked Onyu. “I'll tell everyone about it,
and I'll definitely go again.”

He also said that he wanted to go to
church with Onyu on Sabbath.

That night, Onyu offered a prayer of
gratitude to God.

“Thank You, God, for using me as Your
instrument for mission,” she prayed. %

Onyu goes to Hankook Sahmyook
Academy in Seoul, South Korea. Part of this
quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering will
help the school open a gym and missionary
training center. Thank you for planning a
generous offering on March 29.

By Andrew McChesney

Story Tips
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Show Seoul, South Korea, on the map.
Pronounce Onyu as: o-nyu.
Pronounce Jisung as: jee sung.

Make a fan like Onyu. Instructions are
on page 33.

Challenge the children to be like Onyu
and invite friends to church.

Tell the children that a simple invitation to
church can have a big impact. Jisung only
went to Vacation Bible School for one day,
but he liked it so much that now he wants
to go to church on Sabbath. He also told

his classmates about Vacation Bible School,

and maybe that will convince some of
them to go next time.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mg.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates the
following objectives of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place Cod first and exemplify

a biblical worldview.” For more information,

go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Kimchi is so important in
Korea that over 160 varieties of
the fermented vegetables have
been identified. There is even a
kimchi museum in Seoul.

AMAZING COUNTRY

| AdventistMission.org
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Schoolchﬂdren teased Yeseo for as long as

she can remember. They didn’t tease her
because of the way she looked. They didn’t
tease her because of the clothes that she
wore. They teased her because of the food
that she ate.

Yeseo went to public school in South
Korea. She was the only Seventh-day
Adventist at the school.

Before leaving school every day, Yeseo
looked at the school’s lunch menu to see
what food would be served the next day in
the school cafeteria. She needed to know if
she could eat the school’s lunch or if Mom
should pack her a special meal.

One day, she saw that lunch would be
black-bean noodles with pork and yellow
radish. When she got home, she told Mom,
and Mom prepared her a lunch of fried rice
with mixed vegetables and kimchi.

The school didn’t allow children to bring
food from home for lunch. It was against the
school rules. So, when Yeseo took out her
fried rice and mixed vegetables at lunch, the
other children looked at her strangely.

“Are you sick?” asked one.

SOUTH KOREA | March 22

“l Don’t
Eat Pork”

Yeseo

“Do you have a problem?” said another.
“Why did you bring a lunch?”

“I'm Seventh-day Adventist,” Yeseo said. “I
don’t eat pork.”

“What is a Seventh-day Adventist?” a
girl asked.

“Itis a church that believes in God,”

Yeseo said.

That was the easiest way that she could
explain it. Many of her classmates did not
come from Christian homes and did not
believe in God.

The next day, the school cafeteria served
vegetables and pork cutlets with sheets of
roasted seaweed. The pork wasn’t mixed
with the other food, so a teacher gave Yeseo
extra vegetables and seaweed but no pork.

The children again looked at Yeseo
strangely. “Why are you special?” said one.
“What makes you so special?”

“You aren’t special,” said another. “So, why
do you get extra food?”

“It’s because I'm a Seventh-day Adventist,”
Yeseo said. “God told me not to eat pork. I'm
trying to obey Him.”

The children looked at Yeseo with odd
expressions on their faces.

“Poor you,” said a boy.

“You have a hard life,” said a girl. “Why do



live that way?”

“I'm fine,” Yeseo assured them. “'m happy
with my life. I have a happy life.”

With all the strange looks and curious
questions, Yeseo felt like a total stranger at
school. No one seemed to want to be her
friend. She felt all alone.

One day, Yeseo brought her own lunch
again because the cafeteria was serving
pork. The children looked at her strangely as
usual, and several teased her. She explained
again that she was a Seventh-day Adventist.

Then one girl stopped teasing her and
asked if she felt healthy even though she
didn’t eat pork.

Yeseo replied that she felt good because
she ate only good food. She invited the girl to
do the same.

The girl was curious to know more. “Can I
come to church with you?” she asked.

After that, the two girls went to church
together every Sabbath. Yeseo was so happy!
She had a new friend, and she had made the
friend simply by obeying God. %

Today, Yeseo is happy to no longer
have problems with food at school. When
she started high school, she moved to an
Adventist school, Hankook Sahmyook
Academy, in Seoul, South Korea. Part of next

L]
Story Tips
Show Seoul, South Korea, on the map.
Pronounce Yeseo as: YE-syo.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-mg.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates the
following objectives of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place Cod first and exemplify

a biblical worldview.” For more information,

go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Sabbath’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering will
help his school open a gym and missionary
training center. Thank you for planning a
generous offering next Sabbath.

By Andrew McChesney

&
AMAZING COUNTRY

For centuries, hanbok was the
traditional dress of Korea. Most Koreans
now wear western clothing, but hanbok
is still often worn on special occasions
such as birthdays, weddings, and funerals.
Female hanbok has several layers of
undergarments under a long, full skirt and
a short jacket held closed with a long tie.
The male version has full-legged pants
and a long, wide-sleeved jacket.

| AdventistMission.org
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Joon-woo

welve-year-old Joon-woo didn’t belong to The Adventist mom had an idea.
a Christian family. He had never read the “The best way to pass the exam is to go
Bible. But he knew more than anything that to an Adventist church every Saturday and
he wanted to go to a Seventh-day Adventist learn the Bible,” she said.
school in Seoul, South Korea. So, Joon-woo and Mom showed up at
Many children wanted to go to the Adventist an Adventist church on Sabbath. Joon-woo
school because it had a good reputation. wasn’t the only child from a non-Christian
Joon-woo and every other child who family who came to church that Sabbath.
wanted to study at the school had to pass a Five other boys and girls came with their
special entrance exam. For the exam, Joon- moms because they also wanted to learn the
woo would have to sit down with a teacher Bible so they could go to the Adventist school.
and answer questions about math, science, Everything about the church was
and English. He also would have to answer unusual and strange to Joon-woo. He didn’t
C questions about the Bible. understand many of the words that he heard
2 Joon-woo wasn’t worried about being from the Bible. He didn’t get along well with
2 tested on math, science, and English. He was the other children. But because he wanted to
if; a bright boy, and he knew that he could ace study at the Adventist school, he came back
2 those questions. But the Bible? He wasn’t so to church the next Sabbath and then the
i sure about that. How could he answer Bible next. During Sabbath School, he studied the
% questions without knowing the Bible? Bible with other children who also wanted to
z Joon-woo’s mom also wanted him to go to go to the Adventist school.
2 the Adventist school. She had heard about Joon-woo was silent during Sabbath
% it from an Adventist mom whose son went School. His face didn’t show any expression.
£ there. Mom asked the Adventist mom for It was impossible to know whether he liked
S help. “How can my son pass the Bible part of Sabbath School or didn’t like Sabbath School.
— the entrance exam?” she asked. But he came every Sabbath for four months.
28



The other five children from non-Christian
families also came for four months.

Then the day of the big entrance
exam arrived. Joon-woo easily answered
the questions about math, science, and
English. He wondered if he could answer
the Bible questions.

Then the teacher asked, “Which of God’s
commandment is about keeping the Sabbath?”

Joon-woo remembered learning the Ten
Commandments in Sabbath School, and he
answered, “The fourth commandment.”

“Correct!” the teacher said.

The next question was more difficult.
“Who did Philip baptize?” the teacher asked.

Joon-woo remembered reading in the
Bible about Philip being sent by an angel
to meet with a man on the road between
Jerusalem to Gaza.

“An Ethiopian eunuch who was
treasurer of the queen of the Ethiopians,”
Joon-woo said.

“Correct!” the teacher said.

The next question was, “What happens to
people when they die?”

That was a tough one. But Joon-woo
remembered reading in the Bible that
the dead will sleep in the ground until
Jesus wakes them with a loud shout at the
Second Coming,.

“They wait in their graves until Jesus
comes to resurrect them,” he said.

Joon-woo passed the entrance exam. The
other five children also passed it, and all of
them entered the Adventist school.

Joon-woo and the other five children
stopped going to church on Sabbath. They
no longer needed to study the Bible for the
entrance exam, and they found other things
that they wanted to do. But one of their
moms kept going to church. She gave her
heart to Jesus and was baptized.

After a while, however, Joon-woo started
to miss Sabbath School. He went back to
church from time to time. Then he began to
go every Sabbath again.

Today, Joon-woo is 15 and he loves to go
to church every Sabbath. He loves studying

Story Tips

Show Seoul, South Korea, on the map.
Pronounce Joon-woo as: JOON-woo.

Know that a number of children and their

parents have joined the Adventist church as
a result of the Bible requirement in Hankook
Sahmyook Academy’s entrance exam.

Download photos for this story from
Facebook: bit.ly/fb-ma.

Share Mission Posts and Fast Facts
from the Northern Asia-Pacific Division:
bit.ly/nsd-2025.

Know that this mission story illustrates the
following objectives of the Seventh-day
Adventist Church's “| Will Go” strategic
plan: Spiritual Growth Objective No. 5, “To
disciple individuals and families into Spirit-
filled lives”; Spiritual Growth Objective

No. 6, “To increase accession, retention,
reclamation, and participation of children,
youth, and young adults”; and Spiritual
Growth Objective No. 7, “To help youth and
young adults place God first and exemplify
a biblical worldview.” For more information,
go to the website: IWillGo.org.

Before 13t Sabbath

Remind everyone that our mission
offerings are gifts to spread God's Word
around the world, and that one-fourth of
our Thirteenth Sabbath Offering will help
five projects in the Northern Asia-Pacific
Division. The projects are listed on page 3
and on the back cover.

The narrator doesn't need to memorize
the story, but he or she should be familiar
enough with the material so as not to have
to read it. Alternatively, children and adults
can act out the story.

Before or after the story, use a map to
show the places in the Northern Asia-
Pacific Division — Japan, Mongolia, South
Korea, and Taiwan — that will receive the
Thirteenth Sabbath Offering.

B |AdventlstMission,org
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at the Adventist school. More than anything,
he wants to become a pastor when he
grows up. %

Pray for Joon-woo to become a missionary
for God. Joon-woo goes to Hankook
Sahmyook Academy in Seoul, South Korea.
Part of today’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering
will help his school open a gym and
missionary training center. Today’s offering

will also support four other important
projects in the Northern Asia-Pacific Division,
including a shelter for single mothers in
Ansan, South Korea; after-school centers at
14 schools in Japan; a children’s recreation
center in Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia; and the
establishment of an Adventist elementary
school system in Taiwan.

By Andrew McChesney
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A view of the middle school at Hankook Sahmyook Academy in Seoul, South Korea. The academy will
receive part of this quarter’s Thirteenth Sabbath Offering to open a gym and missionary training center.

Future Thirteenth Sabbath Projects -

The Southern Asia-Pacific Division
will be featured next quarter, and
the Thirteenth Sabbath projects will
include a health clinic in Brunei,
and a preschool and Life Hope
Center in Myanmar.
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DIRECTIONS:

Color the left and
right thirds red, the
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{ ALe'I'm;; Plray cv Game! -

KOREA
GONGGI

Gonggi is a popular Korean children’s game that is traditionally played using five or
more small pebbles. It can be played alone or with friends.
There are various levels of difficulty for different ages.

For the simplest version, the stones are all the stones have been caught.
scattered onto a playing surface. To make it more difficult, stones can be
A player picks a stone and throws it up picked up two, three, or four at a time.
in the air. The trickiest level is for the player to
While it is in the air, the player picks up  toss all the stones from the palm of the
one of the stones on the playing surface hand into the air and then turn the hand
and then catches the stone that was over to catch as many of the stones as
thrown into the air. This is repeated until possible on the back of the hand.




Make a Craft

TRADITIONAL KOREAN FAN

You can see these fans in souvenir shops all around Korea; the colors are red, blue,
and yellow, which represent earth, heaven, and humanity.

Cardboard (cereal boxes are perfect)
Scissors

Pen or pencil

Glue

Markers or paint

Large craft or popsicle stick

First, cut the cardboard into
the proper shape. It should be
flat on the bottom and then
curve up and around.

Use the pen or pencil to
outline the curves so you
know where to paint or color.

Paint or color the red,
yellow, and blue sections.

Glue the popsicle stick to
the back and let dry.

AdventistMission.org
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mLéi"’s Cook!

MONGOLIAN BUTTER COOKIES -
BOORTSOG (Booprior)

2 cups (240 g) flour 1/2 cup (113 g) sugar
1/4 cup (60 ml) butter pinch of salt
1/2 cup (120 ml) warm water oil for frying
Dissolve the sugar and salt in the cm) thickness and cut into rectangles about
warm water. 2 x4 inches (5 x 10 cm) or cut into shapes
In a bowl, mix together the flour, water you like.
mixture, and butter and knead it well until A traditional shape is to cut a slit down
you have a stiff, dense dough. Add flour or the middle and pull one end through,
water if you need to get the right texture. making sort of a knot shape.
Let rest for about 30 minutes and then Heat up the oil in a frying pan and deep
knead again to remove any air bubbles. fry until golden brown on each side.
Roll out the dough to about 1/2-inch (1 Serve warm with sugar, honey, or butter.

Korean/Mongolian Vocabulary

Hello ehd st 2 ahn-YONG-hass-say-OH CaviH yy sain uu

Goodbye eHE3|7HMR ahn-YONG-hee Hass-say-OH Bagprant bayartai

I love you Atgsi sal-ANG-hay-OH By vamp xaviprart  Bi chamd khairtai
Mother ~ O1HU oh-moh-NEE 3K eej

Father Ot %| ah-boh-CHEE aaB aav

Sister Xtol CHAH-may arg egch

Brother ~ EH CHONG-chay ax akh

House S cheeb HalIvH baishin

Cat 1ol koy-AHNG-ee Myyp muur

Dog 7h chay Hoxoit nokhoi
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- Leader’s Resources

Be sure to download your free Mission Spotlight video featuring
video reports from around the Northern Asia-Pacific Division and
beyond. Download or stream from the Adventist Mission website at

bitly/missionspotlight.

Online Information

Following are sources of information that may be helpful in
preparing for the mission segment of Sabbath School. For more
information on the cultures and history of the countries featured in

this quarterly, visit:
Websites

Mongolia: government website
Lonely Planet
Discover Mongolia

South Korea: government website
Visit Korea
National Geographic

Seventh-day Adventist

Northern Asia-Pacific Division
Korean Union Conference

East Central Korean Conference
Southeast Korean Conference
West Central Korean Conference
Mongolia Mission (Facebook page)

bitly/Mongolia_Govt
bitly/LP_Mongolia
discovermongolia.mn
bitly/SKorea_Govt
bit.ly/VisitKor
bitly/NG_SKorea

bitly/SDA_NSD
bitly/SDAKorea
ecke.or.kr

sekc.or.kr
weckc.or.kr
bitly/SDA_Mongolia

An offering goal device will help focus attention on world
missions and increase weekly mission giving. Determine a goal for
your class’s weekly mission offering. Multiply it by 14, allowing
a double goal for the Thirteenth Sabbath Offering, which will be

collected on March 29. Remind the children that their regular weekly
mission offerings help the missionary work of the world church, and

that one-quarter of the Thirteenth Sabbath Offering will go directly
to the projects in the Northern Asia-Pacific Division. On March 22,

report on mission giving during the quarter. Encourage the children

to double or triple their normal mission giving on the upcoming

Thirteenth Sabbath. Count the offering and record the amount given

at the end of Sabbath School.

NK]JV. Bible texts credited to NKJV are from the New King James
Version ® Copyright © 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by

Permission. All rights reserved.
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